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Season’s Greetings! 
Did we say thank you? 
Forest Park Bank is privileged to provide banking 

products and services to the successful communi-

ties that surround us. Successful communities 

don’t just happen into existence; rather, they are 

the result of the commitments of a great number 

of people and organizations that have willed 

them into existence and continue to nourish 

them. Too often, those individuals and organiza-

tions find their work goes unnoticed and without 

a thank you from the communities that are the 

beneficiaries of their work. In an effort to change 

the status quo, the Bank is taking one small step 

to say THANK YOU to five key service organiza-

tions in our communities. This Winter issue of 

Bank Buzz, the Bank’s quarterly newsletter, 

selected five organizations to highlight and 

express gratitude for their good work. The five 

organizations are Maywood Fine Arts, the Infant 

Welfare Society of Oak Park and River Forest, 

Sarah’s Inn, Beyond Hunger (OPRF Food Pantry) 

and the Forest Park Food Pantry. The selection 

process to highlight five of the many organiza-

tions serving our communities was difficult 

because there are many more that deserve a 

thank you. Please consider this a start and 

envision further gratitude to flow, not only to  

the five featured organizations, but also to so 

many other organizations doing good works in 

the service of our communities.

Thank You, and Happy Holidays!

Daniel G. Watts 

President

The Oak Park River Forest Infant Welfare Society is a diverse 
member-driven organization with an abiding commitment to 
assuring the health and well-being of children.
 Through their IWS Children’s Clinic, they provide the highest 
quality medical, dental, and social services to those who are unable 
to afford the cost of private care. They serve more than 3,400 
children in over 10,000 visits each year from 50+ communities, 
including Oak Park, Chicago’s west side, Berwyn and Cicero.
 The work of the Society is powered by dedicated members and 
volunteers, a highly competent professional staff, generous 
donors, engaged partners and enlightened communities who share 
our view that sustaining the health of our children is a critical 
investment in the future.
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The mission of Maywood Fine Arts (MFA) is to provide affordable 
quality arts and fitness education to enrich and transform the lives 
of children and families in Maywood and surrounding communi-
ties.  MFA was established in 1996 by concerned parents and 
community members to create an arts center in the heart of the 
Maywood. Through grass-roots efforts, MFA transformed a 
previously boarded-up bank building into a vibrant center of arts 
activity in downtown Maywood. 
 Twenty years later, MFA continues to transform the commu-
nity with a new, state-of-the art Center for Dance and Fitness 
located across from its iconic, 1920’s Fine Arts music school and 
gym. Annually, MFA serves nearly 4,000 children ranging in age 
from 3 ½ -18 years including 800 enrolled, non-duplicated  
students and 3,000 children who participate in outreach activities.  
 With a full schedule of classes and special events plus outreach 
programs in the community, Maywood Fine Arts providesa safe, 
stable environment that builds children’s self-esteem and develops 
healthy lifestyles.

For 40 years Beyond Hunger has been powered by the compassion 
of our community. Beyond Hunger’s food pantry serves over 
40,000 individuals each year in 13 zip codes across Cook County 
including portions of Chicago and near west suburbs.
 Hunger can seem far away, but it’s everywhere. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic began to hit, food insecurity nearly doubled 
in communities across the country. At Beyond Hunger, they began 
to see double the number of first-time participants. They’ve 
remained open throughout, offering drive-thru grocery  
pick up, expanding our home delivery program serving vulnerable 
seniors, finding new partners to offer children summer meals,  
and working with schools and community groups to serve families 
who might have otherwise slipped through the cracks. 

Sarah’s Inn is a comprehensive domestic violence agency head-
quartered in Forest Park that serves Chicago and the Western 
Suburbs. The mission of Sarah’s Inn is to improve the lives of those 
affected by domestic violence and to break the cycle of violence for 
future generations. Sarah’s Inn offers a 24-hour crisis line, 
counseling for victims and their children, legal advocacy, violence 
prevention education for youth and teens, and education and 
training to community partners. In the last year, Sarah’s Inn gave 
1,200 Adult survivors of Domestic Violence free advocacy, and 
individual and group counseling. Over 9,000 Middle and High 
School Youths received education in violence prevention and how 
to create healthy relationships. And 6,619 individuals were 
provided with Domestic Violence Education and training to 
ensure victims received the support they deserve.

Maywood Fine Arts

Beyond Hunger
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Mobile Deposits

  DEPOSIT YOUR CHECKS– 
ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.

Banking with Forest Park Bank is more convenient  
than ever with mobile deposits.

Using your mobile banking app, you can make deposits 
quickly and safely with your smartphone. You can also 

check your balance, pay bills and transfer funds. 
At Forest Park Bank, we’re making the journey with you.

The Forest Park Food Pantry is housed and staffed through the 
Howard Mohr Community Center. Their Food Pantry is run 
strictly on donations, fundraisers, and food drives. The pantry has 
been in existence since the 1970s. 
 During the Covid 19 pandemic, the food pantry has found 
that the number of residents served has gone up dramatically. 
During a regular month where they used to service a little over 40 
families per month, their numbers are now at 60 to 70 families. 
 Their Holiday Baskets were at about 160 last year and they 
know that number will be higher this year due to the pandemic. 
 Monetary donations made to the Forest Park Food Pantry are 
used to maintain and purchase food and other needed items 
including baby food, diapers, dairy products, and toiletries. The 
focus of the pantry is to provide essential items to promote 
healthful living and reduce and eliminate hunger in our communi-
ty. The Forest Park Food Pantry strives to serve all those who come 
to their door. 

Forest Park Food Pantry
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More ATMs
More Convenience

How to find an Allpoint ATM
Forest Park Bank customers now have access 

to America’s largest surcharge-free ATM  

Network with some 43,000 surcharge-free 

ATMs nationwide and 12,000 worldwide. ATMs  

are conveniently located in major discount 

retailers, convenience, grocery and pharmacy 

stores nationwide. To help find your nearest 

surcharge-free ATM, use the free Allpoint Net-

work ATM locator app on your smartphone  

or visit: allpointnetwork.com/locator.aspx
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