
Forest Park Bank
Celebrates 75 Years

On May 15, in the midst of a very grey 
season in Chicagoland, nature held off 
the rain, offering a spectacular sunny 
day, just in time for Forest Park Bank  
to hold its 75th Anniversary celebration 
at the Madison Street location. 

It was an open invitation event for the surrounding community.  
Over 500 people joined in the celebration with many expressing 
appreciation for the services of the Bank to their community as they 
enjoyed food and refreshments during the celebration.
 There was a celebration on the same location seventy-five years 
earlier, on May 15, 1943, when the Bank opened its doors for business 
for the first time. That celebration was even larger than the 75th 
Anniversary because of its significance to the community.  
The Village of Forest Park had been without a bank for eleven years, 
the last ones having failed in the depth of the Great Depression in 1932. 
(continues on page two)  
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COMPLETING THE YEAR
AS IBA CHAIRMAN.

On June 20, I completed the one-year 

term as Chairman of the Illinois Bankers 

Association (IBA). The IBA has over  

300 member financial institutions 

located throughout Illinois. During the  

year I visited over 60 members in towns 

like Mount Vernon, Steeleville, Effing-

ham, Olney, Paris, Freeport, Blooming-

ton, Peoria and Galesburg. The re- 

sponsibilities of Chairman included 

meeting elected officials in Washington, 

D.C. and Springfield to lobby lawmak-

ers to reduce restrictive regulations that 

limit the Banks’ ability to serve consum-

er and business banking needs.

I was honored to serve an industry in 

which I have worked for over 30 years.

Daniel G. Watts.
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The events of the Bank opening in 1943 were carefully staged to build 
confidence in the viability of a new bank opening when just eleven 
years earlier all the banks in town had failed. The first deposits were 
made by three Red Cross nurses, a patriotic gesture in a community 
cheering the USA in the midst of World War II. The next deposits 
were made by known business leaders in Forest Park and the 
surrounding communities. The basic story line being created was if 
these people have confidence in Forest Park Bank, then I can feel 
confident with them. Another confidence builder was the introduc-
tion of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) insurance 
to protect deposits in the event of a bank failure.
 These efforts at building confidence were effective. On May 15, 
1943, accounts were opened in great numbers, 393 to be exact, and 43 
Safe Boxes contracts were established. 
 Forest Park Bank has not forgotten the many expressions of 
confidence 75 years ago and it consciously works with the communi-
ty to continue to earn that confidence every day. As Jerry Vainisi, 

the Chairman of the Board and CEO of Forest Park Bank, stated in 
his welcome to guests at the celebration party, “I’d like to thank you 
for being here tonight to help us celebrate our 75thAnniversary and 
for trusting us to handle your financial transactions. I look forward to 
journeying with you in banking in the future.” Dan Watts followed 
with his commitment to the community: “We’re happy to participate 
with the community and to support all the businesses and all the 
individuals and families.”
 As Forest Park Bank celebrates its past history, it also looks to its 
future, understanding that the values it celebrates in its past will  
need to be carried into the future in different dress. Technology has 
produced new banking services that require different ways to  
build customer and community relationships and confidence.  
To symbolize that “different dress,” Forest Park Bank has changed  
its logo to a more modern looking design. This logo, created by 
Yearbook Studios, will replace the original logo wherever it is found.
It is our goal to continue making the banking journey with you.

THE EVENTS OF THE BANK OPENING IN 1943 WERE 

CAREFULLY STAGED TO BUILD CONFIDENCE  

IN THE VIABILITY OF A NEW BANK OPENING WHEN 

JUST ELEVEN YEARS EARLIER ALL THE BANKS IN 

TOWN HAD FAILED. THE FIRST DEPOSITS WERE 

MADE BY THREE RED CROSS NURSES.

(continued from cover page)



Mobile Deposits

  DEPOSIT YOUR CHECKS– 
ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.

Banking with Forest Park Bank is more convenient  
than ever with mobile deposits.

Using your mobile banking app, you can make deposits 
quickly and safely with your smartphone. You can also 

check your balance, pay bills and transfer funds. 
At Forest Park Bank, we’re making the journey with you.

USER ID AND PASSWORD GUIDELINES
• Create a “strong” password with at least twelve charac-  
 ters that includes a combination of mixed case letters,  
 numbers, and special characters. Consider using a Pass  
 phrase instead of a single word.
• Change your password frequently.
• Never share user name and 
 password information with third-parties.
• Avoid using an automatic login feature that 
 saves user name and passwords.

GENERAL GUIDELINES
• Do not use public or other unsecured computers for log-  
 ging into eBanking.
• Check the last login date/time every time you log in.
• If the system does not recognize your computer or loca-  
 tion, you will be asked to provide additional information   
 to log into eBanking. This is called Out-of-Band Authenti- 
 cation via phone or SMS text.
• Review account balances and detail transactions regularly  
 (preferably daily). Confirm payment and other transaction  
 data, and immediately report any suspicious transactions  
 to the Bank.
• Whenever possible, use Bill Pay instead of checks to limit  
 account number exposure and to obtain better electronic  
 record keeping.
• Take advantage of and regularly view system alerts;   
 examples include: Balance alerts, Password Change alerts,  
 Transfer alerts, ACH alerts, Wire alerts, or Bill Payment   
 alerts.
• Do not use account numbers, your social security num-  
 ber, or other account or personal information when creat- 
 ing account nicknames or other titles.
• Use the historical reporting features of your online bank-  
 ing application on a regular basis to confirm payment and  
 other transaction data.
• Never leave a computer unattended while using eBanking.
• Never conduct banking transactions while multiple brows-  
 ers are open on your computer.
• An FBI recommended best practice is to suggest that   
 company users dedicate a PC solely for financial transac-  
 tions (e.g., no web browsing, emails, or social media).

Electronic Banking (eBanking)  
Fraud Prevention Best Practices
When it comes to eBanking, make sure 
to protect yourself. Take a look at the 
best practices checklist for eBanking 
for both consumers and businesses.
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More ATMs
More Convenience

How to find an Allpoint ATM
Forest Park Bank customers now have access 

to America’s largest surcharge-free ATM  

Network with some 43,000 surcharge-free 

ATMs nationwide and 12,000 worldwide. ATMs  

are conveniently located in major discount 

retailers, convenience, grocery and pharmacy 

stores nationwide. To help find your nearest 

surcharge-free ATM, use the free Allpoint Net-

work ATM locator app on your smartphone  

or visit: allpointnetwork.com/locator.aspx
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